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3. The Sum of 20 Guineas, and tho Medal of the Society, 
to the Author of the most approved Essay on the peculiar 
Character of the Ancient Gael, with their Institutions, Civil 
and Warlike Habits. 

4. The Sura of 20 Guineas, and the Medal of the Society, 
to the Author of the most approved Essay on the Remains of 
such Buildings and Monuments as may evince the degree of 
Civilization which the Ancient Gaelic Scots had attained. 



HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF ABERDEEN. 

This Society, which appears to be a branch of the more 
general one of the same name, has just published an advertise- 
ment, offering a premium of £10. towards promoting the cuIt 
tivation of the Gaelic Tongue, to be given to the successful 
candidate in a public competition to be held in the University 
of Aberdeen on the 1st of next Mafth. The exercises to con- 
sist of translations from English to Gaelic, and from Gaelic to 
English respectively; and the competition to be confined to 
Students of the Aberdeen University. The following remarks 
on the Gaelic Language, with which this advertisment is pre- 
faced, appear to us worthy of being inserted here, although 
we are not, at this moment, prepared to admit the full justice 
of the writer's conclusions. However, we are far from con- 
demning an enthusiasm, which, in a cause of this nature, is so 
well calculated to produce the most beneficial results. 

" Since the emigration of the Scoto-Gael from the South, and 
their settlement among the mountains of Caledonia, they have 
hitherto retained the language of their progenitors, with little 
variation from its primitive form. Their peculiar manners and 
insulated situation, rendered it, for many ages, inaccessible to the 
literary world, and, among the prejudiced, induced a belief that it 
was too barbarous and defective, to merit the attention usually be- 
stowed on the acquisition of a foreign language. The operation of 
causes, now fortunately consigned to oblivion, conspired with the 
above circumstances to depress it in the public estimation, till men 
of distinguished abilities, in deflance of political opposition and 
philosophical scepticism, fairly vindicated its privileges by pub- 
lishing various translations of Scripture, the immortal works of 
Ossian, and other compositions of merit in prose and poetry, and 
demonstrated the validity of its claims with u force of argument that 
has put scepticism to eternal silence. 
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" Instead of being the uncouth jargon, stigmatized by Johnson 
and his adherents, it is now ascertained, that no system of intelli- 
gible sounds, devised by human ingenuity, can more aptly express 
the endlessly diversified conceptions of the understanding. Whe- 
ther •« e regard the copiousness of its vocables, the multiplicity of 
its idioms, the power and aptness of its phraseological combina- 
tions, its close affinity to the Eastern Languages, or the abun- 
dance of materials it has supplied to the Western, the diligent> 
study of the Gaelic obviously recommends itself, as capable of af- 
fording exquisite gratification to every lover of ancient and clas- 
sical learning. 

" To the young Theologian, whose destiny may one day call 
him to settle among his native hills, a critical knowledge ot the 
Scots Gaelic will prove an acquirement of indispensable import- 
ance. The field of exercise and research, which this extensive 
department opens to the mind, cannot be traversed without pain 
and toil : but the exertion, if conducted with the necessary per- 
severance, will be repaid with ample interest ; , for the public 
speaker, who has mastered the language in which he intends to 
address the people of God, will communicate divine instruction 
with distinctness, energy, and efficiency." 



Our readers, at least those who admire our national tongue 
in its classical purity, will rejoice to hear, that the distinguished 
author of Coll Gwynva has now in the press a translation of 
Mr. Heber's beautiful poem of " Palestine" and also of Gray's 
" Bard," with some minor pieces ; which will altogether form a 
small volume of considerable interest and value. We shall 
give the earliest notice of its publication ; and we doubt not, 
that our countrymen will be impatient for the enjoyment of this 
new treat. 

The Second Volume of " Welsh Melodies," by Mr. Parry, 
will soon make its appearance, and the lovers of music and 
poetry may anticipate from it considerable gratification. It 
will embrace a great variety of our most interesting national 
aris, accompanied by new words, and most of them written by 
that fayourite of the Muses, Mrs. Hemans, who has also com- 
posed fresh words for Mr. Parry's First Volume, of which 
therefore a new edition, under these favourable auspices, will, 
most probably, be published at no distant penod. 



